WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE

Parish Counciller Greg Leonard outlines exciting plans for our area:

Can you imagine over eight million cubic metres of water on your doorstep? Well it
might look like a mile wide lake with windsurfing, sailing, fishing, bird watching,
wildlife reserve ... and it might be with us by 2021.

The story starts back in the
1960's when the year on year
increase in water demand began
to give Portsmouth Water some
anxieties. They were fortunate in
sitting on the largest fresh water
springs in the whole of Europe,
the water gathered in the South
Downs all year and then turned
up in good condition and gratis at
Havant and Bedhampton;
through the treatment plant at
§ Farlington and then dispensed
to the city of Portsmouth.
Although supply from the springs
drops, on average, by a third in
summer when the demand is the greatest, there was still oodles of water. Simple
extrapolation of the demand figures meant, however, that those oodles could not
necessarily be relied on to satisfy demand in the medium term. Options were
considered and land bought at Havant Thicket for a possible winter storage reservoir
- plans were drawn and a model constructed. The option appraisal, however,
eventually pointed to developing a water treatment plant at the River Itchen at the
western end of the company's reach and various boreholes covering the eastern
areas over towards Littlehampton — these later were to be also used to sell 'bulk
water' to Southern Water for their customers in the Crawley and Horsham areas.

The model of the reservoir was unceremoniously shoved in a cupboard.

A good span of years has elapsed between then and now, during which time, the
astronomical rise in demand for water miraculously tailed off after peaking in the
1980's — primary causes being industrial recession and reduced leakage. The
demand for water is now once again on the march, with increasing population in the
region, greater per capita water usage, possibly more 'bulk water' sales, and yet a
greater variability in rainfall to put into the projections. A really dry summer following
a couple of dry winters would cause some problems

Keats

14 The Green
Rowlands Castle
Hampshire

PO9 6BN

Tel 02392 413333
Fax 02392 412228

e-mail: houses@keatsrowlandscastle.co.uk
Web site www.keats.biz

Our office is part of the Keats partnership an
independent chain of estate agents providing a
professional caring approach to moving. We
provide a full range of estate agency services,
residential sales, lettings/ property management
and professional surveying services.

Call in and see us here on the green for an
informal chat whether you’re buying, selling or
letting or why not give us a call to arrange your
free market appraisal.
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Home Delivery Service

Locally grown organic fruit and vegetable boxes

delivered to your home or office
A large range of organic food and Eco-friendly

products also available

Order by phorne / fax
or

) for further details please call

Tel: 02392 360196
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