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WILDLIFE AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 
Jim Berry brings us up to date with happenings amongst the flora and 
fauna around our village 
 
Our recent weather has been breaking all records with its higher than average 
temperatures and lack of rain for the winter months.  Whether this is global warming 
making itself felt, or whether it is just a normal variation in our weather systems will no 
doubt emerge in time, but there have already been noticeable effects on much of our 
wildlife. 
 
Already in mid-February almost all our resident birds are singing, the Blackbird and the 
Chaffinch being the latest to join the dawn chorus. Several people have told me of their 
sightings of Kingfishers at Bedhampton, Langstone, Emsworth and East Ashling and 
these birds remain one of the most colourful of British birds. It is particularly pleasing 
also to hear our local Song Thrushes giving their repetitive song, as only a few years 
ago, ornithologists were expressing considerable concern regarding the sharp decline in 
their numbers. However, these birds appear to have had two or three good breeding 
seasons, and although not so numerous as they were before the decline, their future is 
now looking much better. 
 
One bird phenomenon of the current winter, has been the “irruption” of Waxwings. 

These small attractive birds are natives of 
Scandinavia and the Arctic, and most 
remain there throughout their lives. A few 
of them often appear in Scotland during the 
winter months, but occasionally they come 
in much larger numbers (presumably 
because of a shortage of rowan berries 
which is their favourite winter food in their 
home territory, and because of population 
pressures). Even then they rarely reach 
southern England, but this year they are 
being seen right along the south coast. 
Many “twitchers” have visited the retail 
stores at Hedge End where a small flock of 
these birds has been for several weeks 
and the birds have completely stripped the 
rowan trees in the car park of their berries. 
More recently a few of them have made 
their way to Rowan Road in Denvilles, but 
their stay there seems to have been much 
shorter even though many of the berries 
are still on the trees.  

Another unusual bird which has been 
appearing in our harbours in recent 
weeks, is the Avocet. About fifteen of 
these very attractive and distinctive 
birds with their black and white 
plumage, blue legs and long up-turned 
bills have been seen regularly in both 
Nutbourne Bay and off shore at 
Farlington Marshes. Avocets are 
usually regarded as occasional 
summer visitors to this country, 
although a few nested here until the 
middle of the nineteenth century. After 
the second world war, following 
flooding of the marshes in East Anglia 
as part of the war time sea defences, 
they returned to nest there - in large 
measure due to the work and 
protection of the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (the RSPB); the bird 
remains the Society’s logo. They have 
continued to nest both in East Anglia 
and north Kent and their numbers have 
increased considerably. During the 
winter months many of them migrate to 
the south coast, mainly the Exe estuary 
and Poole Harbour, and a small 
number can also usually be seen in 
Pagham Harbour. Whether their 
appearance in our more local harbours 
indicates a continuing increase in their numbers and we can expect to see them in future 
winters, or is a one off event that has something to do with the current weather, remains 
to be seen. 
 
This time of the year is a resting time for most of our plants, although a few flowers will 
always be found, and with our recent weather, we are already seeing the spring flowers 
appearing earlier than usual. A few Lesser Celandines and Primroses were in flower in 
January, and more are now appearing. The weather is no doubt the cause of some very 
early flowering of Cow Parsley which we do not normally expect to see until May time 
when the grass verges along the road sides will be full of it. However a big surprise was 
to see Three-cornered Leek in flower at the corner of Bowes Hill and Wellsworth Lane in 
late January. This flower, which closely resembles a white Bluebell, only grows with any 
frequency in this country in Cornwall and N Devon, so I suspect that this plant has been 
transferred to its present position by a gardener (although it has been there for several 
years). However in previous years it has not flowered until April/May (its normal flowering 
time) so it was interesting to see a relatively rare plant flowering so much out of season. 

A Waxwing photographed at Hedge 
End. (photo: Heather Mills)  

An Avocet with her chick. (photo: Heather 
Mills)  
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