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Rowlands Castle Flies the Flag 
 
 

Rowlands Castle turned out in force to pay tribute to the men and women of Britain’s  
armed services  on the first  Armed Forces Day. 
     Soldiers of 4 Close Support Battalion Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers 
(REME) marched through the village on Saturday 27 June at the event, organised jointly 
by  Rowlands Castle Parish Council and East Hampshire District Council. 
     Vice Admiral Sir Roy Newman, the Lord Lieutenant's Representative, welcomed 
REME, military veterans and their families to Rowlands Castle.  The REME soldiers 
marched from the King’s Stone down into the village centre while local people who lined 
the route, applauded as the troops made their way into the Village. 

     The parade, which was 
joined by the Royal Brit-
ish Legion, began with 
memorial prayers, held at 
the King’s Stone  in 
Manor Lodge Road.  Men 
and women of REME then 
marched  past the village 
war memorial and down 
Redhill Road, to take part 
in a ceremony on The 
Green, where an Armed 
Forces Flag was raised at 
11.15am. 
      Councillor Marjorie 
Harvey, of Rowlands Cas-
tle, has personal links with 
REME as her father 
served with the corps for 
20 years and her brother 
lost his life in an accident 
while also serving with 
REME. 
     She said: "The men and 
women who travel to fight 
on foreign fields will al-
ways have our admiration 
and    respect    for         the  

����������	
	
�	��

Major Jez Manning of  4 Close Support Battalion REME, 
raises the Armed Forces Day flag on Rowlands Castle 
Green on 27th June.                        Photo:  Richard Milton  
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 dangerous work that they 
do on behalf of their coun-
try. 
     "It is important they 
know our thoughts are with 
them and also with their 
families, who endure long 
months of separation from 
their loved ones whilst they 
are away." 
     Councillor Harvey sug-
gested Rowlands Castle as 
the most suitable local 
venue for the ceremony 

because of the King’s Stone 
and The Green with its flag-

pole.  Armed Forces Day itself is a national initiative to celebrate the contribution of the 
men and women armed forces to the country. 
     The King’s Stone marks the spot where King George VI held a parade and addressed 
troops about to depart for the D-Day landings on 22 May 1944. Havant Thicket and Row-
lands Castle were used as an army assembly point prior to the Normandy Landings and at 
the time were filled with troops and equipment. 
     This even included a tank repair workshop, of particular interest to the soldiers as this 
would have been a very early REME operation, of which 4 Close Support Battalion 
REME, stationed at Bordon, is the modern day equivalent. 
    Cllr John Smith, 
Chairman of EHDC, 
said: "East Hampshire 
is very proud of its links 
with the military and 
REME in particular. 
     "Armed Forces Day 
is an opportunity for us, 
the people of East 
Hampshire, to say thank 
you to the service men 
and women past and 
present, and their fami-
lies, for the sacrifices 
they make on behalf of 
the country. 

Memorial service held at The King’s Stone in Manor 
Lodge Road.                                Photo: Richard Milton  

 Men and women of 4 Battalion REME March to The Green   
 for the flag raising ceremony.        Photo: Richard Milton  
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"While events such as 
Armed Forces Day often 
conjure up images of the 
World Wars, I also want to 
acknowledge the contribu-
tion made by today's ser-
vice men and women. It is 
worth remembering that 
more than 16,000 service-
men and women have been 
killed or injured since 1945 
in conflicts including Bos-
nia, the Falklands, Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. More 
than 900,000 ex-service 
people live with a disabil-
ity."  
     Major Jez Manning of 
REME raised the official 

Armed Forces Day flag to complete the ceremony. Afterwards the soldiers and members 
of the community had an op-
portunity to meet on the 
Green over beer and sand-
wiches. 
     Armed Forces Day is a 
new national initiative to 
celebrate the contribution of 
the men and women armed 
forces to the county.  It re-
places  former events which 
celebrated only veterans to 
include serving men and 
women as well. 

Old soldier—Young soldier. 
The generations mix at the 
get-together which followed 
the flag raising ceremony. 
 
            Photo: Erica Rixon 

Councillor Dave Harvey speaks  to assembled guests at  the 
flag raising ceremony.                     Photo:  Richard Milton  
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Fun, sun, and prizes galore 
at Village Fair  
 

By Richard Milton 
 

T he Rowlands Castle Village Fair Committee once again 
produced a memorable and fun-packed occasion for the 

whole village, choosing with uncanny foresight  to hold the 
event on 4 July - a week earlier than usual.  They thus 
avoided one of the wettest July Saturdays the following week. 
     Neither the Wimbledon Womens’ Finals, nor US Inde-
pendence Day, was able to compete with the scores of attrac-
tions for both adults and children that crowded The Green, drawing many hundreds  of 
visitors. They enjoyed a day that was bright and sunny after the traditional early spots of 
rain had briefly threatened and then vanished. 
     The Marquee was packed with spectators of all ages anxious to see entries competing in 
every category,  from photography to flower arranging and from marmalade to animals 
made from vegetables. 
     Among many scores of superb entries were those of several notable competitors, in-
cluding the show’s oldest winner, Fred Beer, and the youngest, Callum Urquart, aged only 
5 years.   Organiser Brian Aherne presented the coveted glass bowl for overall winner of 

the gardening class to 
Marie Gilby. 
     The Victoria sponge  
(for men only) competi-
tion attracted a record 
number of more than a 
dozen entries this year, 
not a few of which origi-
nated from dedicated pa-
trons of The Robin Hood.       
In a closely fought con-
test, which was keenly 
judged by District Coun-
cillor Marge Harvey, this 
Grand National sized field 
was soundly defeated by 

ex-RAF Tornado pilot, Iain Children gather on The Green to experience all the fun of 
the Fair.                                                 Photo:  Pat Carter 
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Cosens, whose razor
-sharp skills are still 
very much in evi-
dence in the kitchen.   
     Stands  on The 
Green were more 
varied than ever this 
year and included 
the Hampshire 
Wild l i fe Trust, 
whose children’s 
colouring competition winners are featured on page 19 of this issue, and Grace Mitchell, 
who plans to climb Africa’s Mount Kilimanjaro for the charity Childreach International, 
and has a target of £2,200 to reach. 
     The Rowlands Castle Association took a stand in the Marquee this year to announce the 
setting up of the Village Grapevine – a brand new email list that will enable people in the 

Village who sign up to 
the list to receive news 
and announcements 
more quickly than any 
other means.  Almost 
100 people signed up on 
the RCA stand.  
     In the evening,  a 
capacity crowd con-
verged on  the Marquee 
- rapidly converted into 
a live disco arena – 
where we had been in-
vited by the Village Fair 
Committee to dance the 
night away to the music 
from Mamma Mia!   
      

The Marquee was packed with visitors and competitors for the  
horticultural competitions.                      Photo:  Eugene Billam 

Hundreds  of visitors flocked to The Green throughout the day.              
                                                                   Photo:  Andy Tucker 
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The Fair in pictures  Above: PCSO Sally Beard helps out with the 
children’s fancy dress competition.  Below left: The fair in full swing.  Below Right: the 
tug of war team pose for the camera. Bottom: Children’s tug or war—the boys versus 
the girls.                                                                  All Photos on this page:  Andy Tucker 
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Above left: The NSPCC stand was busy. Right: 
vintage transport. Below: Christina Harkness 
on the Hampshire Wildlife Trust stand with 
some young  visitors.  Below right: Grace 
Mitchell raising funds for her project  to climb 
Mount Kilimanjaro on behalf of International  
Childcare.        
      All photos  on this page: Steve Protheroe 



�

12        

 

 
�����	�����������
 
Competition  
Exhibits . . . . . 
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 . . .  And 
Winners 

 
Photos: Eugene Billam 
(Page 12) 
 
Photos: Pat Carter 
(Page 13) 

Competition organiser  Brian Aherne presents 
trophies to (top) overall adult winner Marie Gilby, 
(right) Mary Cowin for her wood carving of a 
whale and (left) the show’s oldest winner, Fred 
Beer, and its youngest, Callum Urquart, aged 5. 
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RCA launches the Village Grapevine  
  
T he Rowlands Castle Association chose the occasion of the Village Fair to launch its 

new  Village Grapevine — an email list that will enable everyone who signs up to 
receive  urgent  news and messages quicker than by any other means. 
     RCA Committee Chairman Tony Rixon explains, “More and more people in Rowlands 
Castle are PC users and are connected to the internet.  Nationally the figure is around 25 
per cent of people, and we estimate that there is somewhere between 750 and 1,000 in the 
Village who are already internet connected.  So it becomes feasible to begin to communi-
cate electronically as well as via the Magazine.”  Visitors to the stand were able to sign up 
for the Village Grapevine on the spot or simply by sending a blank email to:-         
             info-subscribe@rowlandscastle.com  
 
 

“Of course”, says Rixon, “we guarantee that email addresses will be used only to commu-
nicate important messages and will never be used for any other purpose or disclosed to any 
third party.”        We will email to let you know about forthcoming events and news.  For 
instance, public events like the Armed Forces Day parade or the May Day Picnic, social 
events like ‘Corks a Poppin’!’ or the Children’s Christmas Party, and news that will affect 
you like road closures.  We will also tell you about public meetings like those for the Oak-

lands Develop-
ment or the Ha-
vant Thicket Res-
ervoir.  And we 
will let you know 
news of people, 
fo r  i ns tance , 
deaths and funer-
als.  We anticipate 
that notices will be 
ad hoc, and not 
more than one per 
week (and proba-
bly less).  
 

Getting on the 
Village Grapevine 
is easy—just send 
a blank email to 
the email address 
shown above. 

Early visitors to the RCA stand to sign up for the Village Grapevine 
were prospective Parliamentary candidates Liz Leffman (Liberal 
Democrat) pictured above with RCA chairman Tony Rixon, and 
George Hollingbery (Conservative) pictured above (right) with 
magazine editor Richard Milton.   
                                       Photos: Eugene Billam, Catherine Billam 
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Winner of First Prize in the Rowlands 
Castle gardens competition was the  
Robin Hood, awarded a  score of  
98  per cent  by  Radio Solent’s Brian 
Kidd.                       Photo: Pat Carter  
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Opposite page - Mamma Mia! 
 

After a fun-filled day at the Fair, we were treated to an equally fabulous evening’s  
entertainment as the Marquee was rapidly transformed into a disco nightclub.  Every 
ticket was sold  for the event — a live performance by Abba tribute band, Abba Inferno. 
Astonishingly , the group had jetted in not from Stockholm but from Emsworth. Their 
music, a recreation of the Swedish group’s greatest hits from the film Mamma Mia!, 
had hundreds on their feet dancing until midnight. 
                                                                    Photos: Richard Milton and Andy Tucker 
 
 

And finally . . .   
. . .  we name the guilty men and women! �

Members of the Rowlands Castle Village Fair Committee brace themselves for the fancy 
dress parade. L to r: Mike King,  Martin Koerner, Ian Burton, Gill Bell, Dino Macari, 
Sam Tucker (helper for the day), Graeme Morrison .   Not  pictured here  are committee 
members Alison Russell, Andy Tucker (honorary member!), Gill Harrison, Martyn 
Butcher, Michelle Leete and Steve Pierson.                                      
                                                                                                             Photo: Andy Tucker 
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We had entries in the 7-10 year age group. The standard was very 

high and It was a very difficult decision for the judges to make so we 
have decided on  two winners from each end of the age range. 

 
Abigail Devine aged 7 years 5 months 

 of St John’s Primary School,  Rowland Castle 
 

Tom Carver, aged 9 years 10 months  
of Herne Junior School, Petersfield. 
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                         Tom’s Picture                                    Abigail’s Picture 
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Celebrity authors to star  
in Havant Literary festival 
 

By June Halford 

 
A  fantastic line-up will appear at Havant Literary Fes-

tival this year, including Fay Weldon, Maggie Gee, 
Stella Duffy and Louis de Bernières & the Antonius Play-
ers.  Claire Armitstead, Literary Editor of The Guardian 
will talk about the role of the critic and the Environment 
Editor of The Independent, Michael McCarthy, will dis-
cuss his new book 'Say Goodbye to the Cuckoo'. 
     Crime writer Simon Brett will appear at the Station 
Theatre on Hayling Island and Emsworth crime devotees 
will find plenty to tempt them at 'Crime, Cake & Coffee', 

all served at The Brook-
field Hotel! The Milton 
Consort, direct  from the Globe Theatre, will perform 
Shakespeare's finest  sonnets interspersed with masque mu-
sic played on Elizabethan lute and flutes. 
     A whole strand devoted to Arthur Conan Doyle will 
include 'England’s Secret Weapon - the Wartime Films of 
Sherlock Holmes' where film historian Dr Amanda Field 
will relate how the Victorian detective was recruited by 
1940s Hollywood to fight the Nazis and Sam North of the 
University of Portsmouth will talk about his book 'Sherlock 
Holmes and The Curse of the Nibelung'.  
      Wordfest, an entire day of events for the whole family 
takes place on Sunday, 4 October at Staunton Country Park, 
including music, poetry, storytelling and even comedy.  
In addition, there will be theatre, poetry, signings, work-
shops, calligraphy, children's library events and street enter-
tainment - plus a conference on blogging, and a controver-
sial debate 'This House Believes the Book is Dead’.  
      

Havant Literary Festival takes place between 25 September and 4 October. Tickets 
are available from Havant Arts Centre 023 9247 2700 www.havantartscentre.co.uk   
For details of the entire Festival programme, visit the website at:  
http://www.havantlitfest.org.uk 

  Stella Dufffy is Havant  
  Literary Festival’s author  
  in residence . 
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Would you like to help lead 
walks in Rowlands Castle? 
�

By Louise Christie, Active Lifestyle Co-
ordinator, East Hampshire District Council 
 

T he Walking to Health scheme has been running suc-
cessfully in Rowlands Castle for over five years and 

has enhanced the lives of many of its residents.  You may 
have seen the group leaving for their walks on Wednesday 
mornings from The Green.  Not only are the leaders and 
walkers getting fitter and healthier; they are also making 
new friends and increasing their social circle.   
 

Volunteer walk leaders needed to join the team 
If you decide to become a Volunteer Walk Leader you will be offering a wonderful service 
to your local community.  There are already a team of dedicated volunteers running the 
scheme and they would like one or two friendly people to join their team and help them 
lead walks.  You will not be committed to walk each week, but will be put onto a monthly 
rota so that the responsibility is shared.   This healthy lifestyle initiative is run by E.H.D.C. 
in conjunction with Natural England www.whi.org.uk and the British Heart Foundation.  
All the training is free, and you will be offered full support.  
 
Further information  from Louise Christie on 01730 234067 or email 
louise.christie@easthants.gov.uk  
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Bumper year for birds and butterflies 
 

By Jim Berry 
 
 

A fter the hard winter, the spring and early summer weather has been very kind to us.  
In South East Hampshire we have avoided the storms that have struck many parts of 

the country, and the rains as they have arrived, have been well timed for almost all of our 
wildlife. 
     Most of the birds have had a very successful breeding year and it has been a delight to 
see so many youngsters being fed by their parents. In our garden this has included Robin, 
Blackbird, Song Thrush, Great, Blue and Coal Tit, Sparrow, Dunnock, Chaffinch, Green-
finch, Goldfinch and Green and Great spotted Woodpecker. The strangest nest site I have 
heard of this year was behind the Church Centre at St John’s where a Robin built its nest 
in an old plastic compost sack already filled with other old sacks and awaiting disposal. 

      Unfortunately, the birds deserted the nest 
(presumably having been disturbed) but I believe 
that the nest complete with its clutch of eggs was 
eventually taken to the school for the children to 
see. The country hedgerows seem to have been full 
of Yellow Hammers giving us their “little-bit-of-
bread-and-no-cheese” song, and this will continue 
for some time. Sadly, the Cuckoo remains very 
scarce in our area although one was heard on 4th 
April – very early indeed. The local rookeries have 
all been busy and noisy as the birds have nested and 
reared their young, but these are now much quieter. 
In the woods, their much more colourful relations, 
the Jays, have also been vocal, although they do not 
nest in large colonies like the Rooks.  
     Many of our oak trees are the result of the Jays’ 
activities; in the autumn the birds collect more 
acorns than they can eat and bury many in prepara-
tion for the days ahead when food will not be so   
readily available – and then forget where they are!  
     Most birds are now (late July) becoming silent  

A Yellowhammer sings. 
                        Photo Tony Wooton 
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as they begin their annual moult. Whilst 
they are moulting, their song which is an 
essential part of courting and mating is no 
longer important to them, and the loss and 
re-growth of their plumage means that 
they cannot fly so easily. Thus they do 
not wish to draw the attention of possible 
predators by proclaiming their positions. 
     The wild flowers are having a bumper 
year. All the local Bluebell woods gave us   excellent displays, but the best for me was 
Stoke Wood near the car park for Kingley Vale, where in places the ground seemed to be 
completely covered by a blanket of blue.  Catherington Down had a magnificent display of 
Cowslips whilst some of the cleared areas of Stansted, among other places, were covered 
in Primroses.  
     All the wild orchids have done well including large numbers of Pyramidal Orchids on 

Portsdown Hill, Southern Marsh Orchids at 
Langstone and Green-winged Orchids at 
Sinah Common on Hayling. One of the less 
common plants to be found locally is Bog 
Pimpernel which appeared on Gypsy Plain. 
This is much more common on boggy 
ground further west, but a small patch 
seemed to be flourishing on comparatively 
dry soil.  
     Probably the most impressive piece of 
recent wildlife news was the huge invasion 
at the beginning of June of thousands of 
Painted Lady butterflies. These butterflies 
originate in North Africa but then travel up  

A forgetful Jay wonders where it buried its 
store of acorns. 
                                       Photo: Tony Wooton 

Robin’s nest in an old compost bag, found 
behind St John’s Church Centre. 
                                       Photo:  Ian Hewitt 

 Continued on Page  25 overleaf 
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Nature red in tooth and claw.  
A remarkable picture of a  
goshawk eating  a pigeon it has 
caught in Roger Guess’s  pad-
dock in Finchdean. 
 
 
 
               Photo:  Roger Guess 

 
Photographer Roger Guess explains: “The 
doves have been with us for about a month 
and are nesting in one our oak trees near 
the farm. They come and feed on the seed 
my wife puts out for all our wild  birds. 
The turtle dove is quite rare in this country 
and is classified as ‘red status’ by  the 
RSPB. Red is the highest conservation 
priority, with species  needing urgent ac-
tion. Amber is the next most critical group, 
followed by green.” 

Left: A green woodpecker 
searches for ants and small 
insects in the grass in 
Finchdean. 
 
Below: Waiting for the  
second day of Christmas to 
arrive — two turtle doves. 
 
          Photos: Roger Guess 
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Continued from Page 23 
to Spain and France to find suitable conditions to lay 
their eggs and provide food supplies for their cater-
pillars. This second brood of the season, once they 
reach the butterfly stage, will continue their journey 
north again to find better conditions as the places in 
which they bred will no longer be providing fitting 
plants for yet another brood. In recent years we have 
seen only very few of these butterflies, probably be-
cause of unfavourable winds and other weather con-
ditions for the journey across the Channel. This year 
the conditions appear to have been ideal and the 
number arriving here has been greater than in any 
year since the mid-nineties.  
          Other butterflies and most insects also appear 
to be prospering, but serious concern remains for the 
bees on which we depend so heavily, not only for 
their honey but also as an important pollinator of many of our fruit and vegetable plants. I 
have had several reports of bees swarming but I am uncertain as to whether this is good or 

bad news for the future. 
     It is heartening to hear from the Brook Meadow  
   Conservation Group in Emsworth of the increase in 
    the numbers of sightings of Water Voles there. The 

Water Vole is the most seriously endangered mam-
mal species in the UK, having had a serious decline 
in the last 50 years and there have been fears that it 
might become extinct. However, they now seem to be 
increasing generally. We must hope that this increase 
will continue and that “Ratty” will again become 
more common. 
     Thank you to all of you who have told me about 
things concerning the wildlife in our locality, and 
please continue to do so and let me see any photo-
graphs that you obtain which might be of interest to 
others in the Village.  Jim Berry   Tel: 023 92413287 

A painted Lady butterfly pauses on 
its long flight from North Africa. 
                           Photo: Jim Berry 

 
Marbled White Butterfly on a 
Pyramidal Orchid  
                       Photo: Jim Berry  
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Wonderful year for Roses and Clematis  
 

By Pat Carter 
 

A s I write this article, the Village Garden Competition is 
over for another year. Thank you to all the people who 

entered, especially those who came forward for the first time 
and did very well.  Please keep on entering.  
     The last couple of weeks have been very hot.  The grass and 
borders are sadly in need of rain. Roses and Clematis have 
been wonderful this year. 
     Make sure you feed your hanging baskets and containers.  
Dead head daily and they will continue flowering all summer.  
They need plenty of water even when it rains.  Cut and dry 
everlasting flowers.  Trim lavender in August. 
     Vegetables are now looking good.  Runner beans, French 
beans, peas, carrots, beetroot are ready for picking.  Do not 
leave them too long on the plants as vegetables soon become 
past their best.   
     You should have dug your early potatoes and  now is the time to harvest your shallots 
and allow them to dry with plenty of air circulating around them.   Salad crops are very 

plentiful just now and tomatoes are just beginning to 
ripen.  Water and feed them with tomato feed at regular 
intervals, remove yellowing leaves. 

     Marrow and courgettes need harvesting regularly to 
encourage plants to produce more flowers and fruits.  
When the foliage on the onions bends over, it is time to 
dry them and store them away for winter. 
     Before we know it September will be upon us, when it 
will be time to start planting new trees, shrubs and climb-
ers. 
     Divide overgrown perennials.  Plant spring flowering 
bulbs.  Lift main crop potatoes.  It is a good idea to plant 
autumn onion sets at the end of September.  These do 
very well and are not  so prone to  bolting.  Plant your  
garlic now.       As I have had a very busy and sad June/
July I will sign off now.  Hoping in the next edition I will 
have more time to get on with more gardening. 

                   Photo: Pat Carter 

            Photo: Pat Carter 
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Exhibition will show artists in action 
 

By Terry Devaney 
 

M embers of Rowlands Castle Painting Society have been busy putting together work 
for an exhibition which is opening on the evening of 7th August (7.30-9.30pm) and 

runs through to the 13th September (10-5pm).  The exhibition is at the Queen Elizabeth 
Country Park in the Pomfret room.  Visitors will recognise scenes depicted as they are of 
locations the artists have visited  on their picnic/painting days out and where they might 
have visited themselves at some time. 
     Every Tuesday during the summer the members meet at different locations in Hamp-
shire with pencils, paints and brushes to hand, enjoying capturing the scene, always striv-
ing to produce a masterpiece and always having a great time in the process. Some of the 
places visited have been Ropley station, very popular with the train enthusiasts, Dolphin 
Quay Emsworth, the Ruined Priory Southwick, Aldsworth House, Porchester Castle and 
Selbourne. There are five more picnic/painting days left; anyone interested in joining in 
should ring the membership secretary on the number below, who can also give details of 
membership, which is open to anyone regardless of ability. After September the lifeclasses 

and workshops resume 
on Tuesdays at the 
Rowlands Castle Parish 
Hall. Professional artists 
give excellent demon-
strations and in Novem-
ber, Bridget Woods will 
take a Saturday work-
shop on 'Portraits in 
watercolour'. 

Members of  the Painting Society  on a painting day at the  
Ruined Priory, Southwick.  Pictures from this and other loca-
tions will feature in the Society’s forthcoming exhibition. 
                                                                 Photo: Terry Devaney 

For further informa-
tion about any of the 
events mentioned here 
or about how to join 
the Painting Society, 
contact membership 
secreta ry ,  Ter ry 
Devaney:   
 
Tel   023 9241 2599 
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All the fun of the Craft Fair 
 

By Richard Milton 
 
 

A  now familiar part of Rowlands Castle life is the regular appearance throughout the 
year of the signboards on The Green announcing the arrival of the Village Craft Fair.  

The Fair is the brainchild of local 
resident Sylvia Tomkinson. 
     The Craft Fair is now a regular 
fixture but was started by Sylvia 

only two years ago, mainly as a 
showcase for the designer jewel-
lery that she makes and sells. 
     Sylvia says that she soon found 
there were many others in the 
Rowlands Castle area who design 
and make a wide variety of craft 
goods or who provide local ser-
vices.  Now, the Fair  is booked to 
capacity on every occasion and 
there is a waiting list of people 
wishing to take a stall. 
     Today the Fair boasts a very 
wide range of crafts, from glass-
work  to turned wood and from 
wolllen products to artificial flow-
ers .  Among the regulars is Kate 
Steed from Forestside who sells a 
range of woollen products all lo-
cally made from the wool of Ja-
cobs sheep that graze in Stansted 
Park. 
     Following a long career as a  

Sylvia Tomkinson pictured in the Parish Hall with 
just some of the many craft stalls on show. 
                                               Photo:  Richard Milton 
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computer software consultant, Sylvia turned her 
lifelong interest in working with precious met-
als into a second career—”it’s a hobby that pays 
for itself”, she says. 
     Now a member of the Association of Con-
temporary Jewellery, and with her own silver 
hallmark, Sylvia continues to exhibit her own 
wares at the Fair that she started. 
     Sylvia has one further claim to fame in that it 
was she who launched the first Rowlands Castle 
website, as a member of the RCA Committee. 
     Now, thanks to a partnership between Sylvia 
and fellow jewellery maker Jonquil Tonge, 
Rowlands Castle is to hold its first Jewellery 
Fair, on Saturday 7th November. 
     The Contrasts Contemporary Jewellery Fair 
is being organised jointly by Jonquil Tonge and 
Sylvia Tomkinson who are both members of The Association of Contemporary Jewellery. 
     There will be some25 exhibitors showing original designs of jewellery, from Gill Mal-
lets moulton gold rings with diamonds, sapphires and tanzanites to Kate O'Connel’s  
c o l o u r f u l  g l a s s  p e n d a n t s  f o r  a d u l t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n . 
     The organisers also promise that there will also be plenty of silver and semi precious 
stone jewellery on show varying  in both design and price to suit all tastes and pockets. 
     The event is being held in St Johns Church Hall, 11am-4pm and falls in plenty of time 
for buying and commissioning presents for Christmas. 

Further information about the Craft Fair:  Sylvia Tompkinson  023 9241 2980  
Further  information about the Jewellery Fair:  email: jonquil.tonge@btinternet.com 

  Kate Steed from Forestside is a regular  
   at the Fair.  Her woollen products are 
   all made from the wool of Jacobs 
   sheep  which graze in Stansted. 
 
                           Photo: Richard Milton 
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The first Corks-a-Poppin’! in March was so successful that the Parish Hall Manage-
ment Committee has decided to stage a  re-match!  Top left: Tony Rixon (RCA Chair-
man)  Mike Stafford, Cathy Craggs, Alan Craggs (Chairman RCPHMC). Centre: The 
wine “Experts” try to baffle the audience!  Left:  “Newky Broon”, centre “Amy  
Winegum” and right “Don Perignon”.                                        Photos:  Eugene Billam 
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Win a Free ticket to Corks-a-Poppin’! 
 
 

H ave you ever driven, cycled or walked through Finchdean and wondered at the  
Alpacas?  (They’re like Dr Doolittle’s Push-Me-Pull-Yous, but with only one head.)   

These three are clearly curious about the identity of the photographer—or is it something 
else that has attracted their attention? 
     Suggest a caption for this picture by wildlife photographer Roger Guess and win a free 
ticket to the Corks-a-Poppin’! event to take place in The Village Hall on  Saturday 24th 
October. 
     Send your entries to The Editor,  3 The Green, Rowlands Castle, PO9 6BW by 1st 
September.  The caption that is, in the opinion of the RCA Committee, the wittiest or most 
apt will win a free ticket to the event, worth £15 (by courtesy of the Parish Hall Manage-
ment Committee). 
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Your chance to keep fit and play Tennis 
�

By Geoffrey Dalton, Chairman 
�
R owlands Castle Tennis Club was 

founded in 1977 with two courts being 
built on the Village recreation Ground on 
land leased from the Rowlands Castle Parish 
Council.  A third court was added later.  The 
courts were resurfaced in Spring 2001.  Cur-
rently there are 332 members including stu-
dents and juniors. 
     Apart from recreational tennis all year 
round for all ages, the Club runs a number of 
other activities during the Summer months. 
     There are Club evenings on Monday and 
Thursday for  players of all standards.  These are an excellent way of meeting and getting 
to know other members.  American Tournaments are held on three Sunday afternoons dur-
ing the Summer and there is a social afternoon with tea and cakes provided. 
     There are Summer knock-out tournaments comprising open singles and doubles events 
and also doubles events for the over-45s and over-60s.  We also hold a junior tournament 
each Summer.  We have coaching for adults and juniors currently run by Advantage  
Tennis Academy on our courts. 
     Social events throughout the year include a Barbeque, or similar event, in June, an  
informal get-together during the Tournament finals weekend and a social evening in  
October to include presentation of Tournament cups and prizes.  A list of all events is  
displayed on our website at www.rctc.co.uk. 
     One court is available for public use during the day on Tuesdays and Thursdays.   
Bookings and payment for use can be made through The Castle Stores on The Green. 
 
For further information contact  
 
Membership Secretary, Joan Drinkwater on 9241 2066 
Email:  joan.drinkwater@btinternet.com 
 
Club Secretary, Alan Best on 01243 389443 
Email:  awlbest@tiscali.co.uk   
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By courtesy of The Parish Hall Management Committee 
 
September 
9  10am-12pm  Small Hall, Computer lessons                   
12  am Cycle Jumble, both halls 
19  Craft Fair, both halls 
26  Conservative jumble sale 
30  Coffee morning in aid of United Reformed Church 
October 
3  Evening, NSPCC event 
4  8am-2pm Cycle Race 
9  Evening, Tennis Club meeting 
15  Evening, Historical Society 
17  am Craft Fair, both halls   
27  am and pm, Painting Society, both  halls 
28  Coffee morning in aid of The United Reformed Church 
November 
3  pm Painting Society, large hall 
10  pm and evening, Painting Society, large hall 
14  10am-4pm Painting Society, large hall 
17  Evening, Painting Society, large hall 
19  Evening, Historical Society, small  hall 
21  am Craft Fair, large and small halls 
24  am and pm, Painting Society,  large hall 
26  Evening, Amateur Dramatic Society, Pantomime, large hall 
27  Evening, Amateur Dramatic Society, Pantomime, large hall 
28  pm & evening, Amateur Dramatic Society, Pantomime 
28  am NSPCC Christmas Fair, large hall 
December 
1  pm Painting Society, large hall 
8  pm and evening, Painting Society, large and small  halls 
15  pm Painting Society, large hall 
19  am Craft Fair, large and small halls 
 
Regular Events      
Mondays         2nd Monday each month— evening WI 
Monday           1st and 3rd Monday each month—evening Parish Council meetings 
Tuesdays         am -Community Toddler Group 
Tuesdays        1st and 3rd Tuesday & 2nd and 4th Wednesday —Short Mat Bowling Club 
Wednesdays   Evenings—Amateur Dramatic Society 
Wednesdays   3rd Wednesday each month—Book Club 
Thursdays       Over 60s Lunch Club, WRVS 
Thursdays       Evenings—Castle Court Badminton Club  
Fridays            Evenings from October 2nd—Rowlands Castle Badminton Club  
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New County Councillor, Sam Payne 
By Richard Milton 
 
 
 
 
 
In  the County Council elections held in June 2009, Sam Payne of the Liberal Democrats 
was elected to serve as County Councillor for Catherington. 
     Sam, who is aged 26, was born in Portsmouth but now lives in Horndean.  She is no 
stranger to Council politics, being first elected to the County Council in May 2005.  Sam 
says that entering politics was her ambition since leaving Portsmouth University. ‘After 
studying International Relations and Politics’, she says, ‘I wanted to enter politics and  
contacted my local councillor to ask, “how can I help?”.’ 
     Why was she drawn to politics as a profession?  “It’s a very fulfilling job,’ she says, 
‘and every day is different.  There is a feel good factor when you are able to help people 
and make a difference for them.’ 
     ‘In the past week I have been helping a local resident with what at first appeared to be a 
housing problem.  But it quickly became apparent that there were other issues, too, includ-
ing family issues and medical problems.  So I was able to help with all these.’ 
     ‘I don’t have the power to snap my fingers and make things happen,’  she says, 
‘because things move more slowly than that in local government.  But I can work at help-
ing people with their problems and see that they get the help they need.  I hope people will 
see a difference and will see a visible, active councillor who will make a difference for 
them.’ 
     ‘There are a couple of major issues that are of immediate interest to people in  
Rowlands Castle.  First there is the reservoir planned for Havant Thicket.  This will open 
up a lot of opportunities for Rowlands Castle but the development will have to be carefully 
managed.  There is also house building.  We’re a very small village and any new housing 
development will have to be done in such a way that it is beneficial to the village and not 
to the detriment of local people.’ 
     Sam plans to conduct  street surgeries in the area.  ‘Many councillors hold surgeries in 
village halls’, she explains, ‘but turnout is often low, especially in bad weather.  Some 
people are not very mobile and can’t get out, others are elderly and frail.  So we go down a 
street and put a note through the doors announcing the date of the next street surgery.  If 
someone would like a visit all they have to do is put the card in their window on the day 
and we’ll call.’ 
 
For Sam Payne’s contact details, see Council Report on  Page  47 
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Girl Guides Centenary 
 

W ere you a Girl Guide or a Brownie?  Then you’ll already know that the 
Guide movement is celebrating the centenary of its foundation from  

September 2009 until October 2010. 
     We want to join in the celebrations with our next issue and we want to  read 
your recollections and see your old photographs for possible publication in the 
Magazine.  
     If you have memories to share of the movement, then contact The  
Editor, Rowlands Castle Association Village Magazine , 3 The Green, Rowlands 
Castle, Hampshire,  PO9 6BW.  Telephone 023 9241 3292.   
Email  editor@rowlandscastle.com. 
 
If you don’t have much experience writing for publication, or if you are no longer 
mobile, then call me and I’ll be pleased to visit you in person. 

�

   

 Were you a Girl Guide? 

      Do you still have photographs  
             or memories to share? 
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Relieve arthritis aches and pains  
with exercise classes 
 

By Juliette O’Hea 
 
 

W e all know that exercise is good for our health and this is especially so for those 
people with arthritis who need to exercise regularly and with precision, in order to 

maintain joint mobility and strength, posture and balance.   
     I am a local physiotherapist and I have suffered from arthritis since I was 11 years old.  
I was diagnosed at physiotherapy school a few years later.  After a bad flare up of my 
joints in 1991, I decided that I would like to help others with arthritis and I underwent 
postgraduate training to become a rheumatology physiotherapist. 
     Seeing a need in the local area, I have started up exercise classes in both Emsworth and 
Chichester. I can also visit people in their own home or they can be seen at my home in 
Rowlands Castle. 

     ‘As well as exactly the right kind of 
exercises for our aches and pains, the 
class gives us a sense of fun and friend-
ship. I’ve been going for several 
months and definitely feel the benefit,’ 
says Jo Howard. 
      All ages and abilities are welcome 
and the exercises are tailored to your 
needs.   If you have stiffness, pain, bal-
ance or mobility problems, why not 
give it a go. Your first class is free so 
there is nothing to lose!  
 
For further details of Juliette  
O’Hea’s arthritis exercise classes , 
call Juliette on  
02392 413885/07974 238787  
email physio@arthritisfirst.co.uk 

Juliette O’Hea’s arthritis exercise classes are 
designed to relieve aches and pains. 
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Butser Ancient Farm gives children 
a taste of history at first hand  
 

By Debbie Cornish, Extended Schools Manager 
 
 
 
 

T he summer term sees the children 
here St John’s out and about on 

various school trips. 
     The oldest children in Year 6 spent 
five days down at ‘Fairthorne Manor’ 
in Botley.  They sleep in tents and have 
a full schedule of adventurous activi-
ties, ranging from bridge building to 
sailing.  Many of these result in the 
children getting wet so this year’s sun-
shine was a bonus for drying out their 
kit.  A great time was had by all. 
     Year 5 are also going away for the 
first time this year, to Stubbington.  
This is an environmental trip and the children sleep in dormitories.  We hope they have a 
lovely time.  They also attended the St John’s church quiz.  Thank you to Mary Close for 

organising this. 
     Year 4 recently visited Butser An-
cient Farm in connection with their 
invaders and settlers topic.  The chil-

dren took part in a whole range of in-
teractive activities ranging from 
clunching and daubing to making mo-
saics.  
     Year 3 travelled up the A3 to the 
Royal Horticultural Gardens at Wisley.  
They picked peas in their pods to eat 
and made recycled plant pots to bring 
home.  The weather was glorious and 
the children were very enthusiastic 
about their day. 

Year 6 children spent five days at ‘Fairthorne 
Manor’ in Botley, sleeping under canvas. 
                                     Photo:  St John’s School 

Year 4 visiting Butser Ancient Farm to learn at 
first hand about invaders and settlers. 
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Year 2 have been studying the seaside in their 
history topic and took a walk along the prom 
and on the pier to see how it has changed 
over time.  They too had fantastic holiday 
weather and were glad of an air-conditioned 
coach on their return journey. 
     Year 1’s local trip was to the recreation 
ground in the village to study how the equip-
ment worked.  They have used the village a 
lot this year to support their topics.  I hope 
you have seen them out and about. 
     Year R will be going to Marwell Zoo at 
the beginning of July to enjoy the animals 
and celebrate the end of their first year at 
school.  Marwell is a charity dedicated to the conservation of wildlife and other natural 
resources and is specifically geared to children’s interests, with its giraffe, zebra, water-
buck and ostrich roaming wild in simulated ‘African Valley’. 

     We are lucky to have many willing help-
ers to support our trips out; parents and 
friends of the school; without their help these 
visits wouldn’t happen ~ thank you to every-
one. 

 
Further information about St John’s school 

from Rowlands Castle St John’s 
 Primary School 

Whichers Gate Road, Rowlands Castle, 
Hampshire PO9 6BB 

 debbie.cornish@rowlandscastle-st-
johns.hants.sch.uk 

 Tel No. 023 9241 2095  

Year 3 Visit the Royal Horticultural Gar-
dens at Wisley in Surrey. 
                              Photo: St John’s School 

Year 1 children try out the slides in the 
recreation grounds. 
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Why we need feedback now on  
planning applications 
 

By Peter Stitson, RRAG 
 
 

H ello fellow residents of Rowlands Castle. You will be aware 
that our purpose as an Action Group is to protect our envi-

ronment from traffic in all its diverse patterns, specifically focus-
ing on additional traffic resulting from building and HGVs.   We 
feel it is necessary and essential to alert you to the grave outlook we perceive.   
     Firstly, you may recall our reference in the April Newsletter to the prospect of further 
large building applications in Rowlands Castle and the outlook of our Parish being threat-
ened once again with integration with the Borough of Havant and Waterlooville. What we 
did not envisage was the Vantage Land sale of Coppice Farm, 78 acres to the south of the 
railway line with a further 22 acres available to the north.  
     Be under no delusion, this might be a sale under the guise of grazing land and paddocks 
but investment for building in the long term is the purpose. Also do not think for one mo-
ment that flooding is an issue, since the solution is far easier and cheaper than for the Oak-
lands Application.  
     Consider the opportunity for leasing to travellers, and the EHDC / Havant Borough 

Council will be delighted to 
grasp the opportunity.   The 
Oaklands Planning Applica-
tion continues.  
     You will recall that our 
Parish Council unanimously 
rejected the application and 
the initial plan was for 
EHDC Southern Planning 
Committee to consider at 
their June meeting.  
     This was postponed for 
further flooding investiga-
tions with the Environment 
Agency which has subse-
quently resulted in accep-
tance of the draft proposal. 

Changes to the layout of the Redhill Road roundabout 
have not made life easier for loical residents, says RRAG. 
                                                           Photo:  Peter Stitson 
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Not good news as we progress towards 
the 6th August meeting of the EHDC 
Southern Planning Committee.        
     Equally disturbing is the lack of 
feedback from the EHDC Planning De-
partment to Rowlands Castle residents’ 
comments and complaints, despite the 
obvious level of contact between EHDC 
and the applicant. This seeming bias has 
been defended on the grounds of a  
number of representations making com-
munications unmanageable. Meanwhile 
we, the residents, are expected to remain content with no information or awareness of the 
Application status – is this reasonable when our way of life is under threat?   
     HGV traffic is unchanged and the so called improvement to the road layout at the mini 
roundabout junction of Redhill Road and Manor Lodge Road, has not made life easier for 
local residents, just the truckers.  A further concern is the recent sighting of the latest 
Eddie Stobart huge truck in the Village as further evidence of the future and the complete 

lack of care towards the local 
community.  
     The need for maximum pub-
lic visibility at the South Plan-
ning meeting to be held at Penns 
Place on the 6th August, com-
mencing at 18:00, remains of 
paramount importance. Please 
try and attend with us. (Date will 
need to be confirmed.) 
 
Any residents wishing to par-
ticipate in RRAG activities 
would be most welcome.                       

Please contact 
p.stitson@btinternet.com   
Tel  023 9241 3116  

The long term purpose of this sale, says Peter Stitson,  
is investment for building. 
                                                     Photo:  Peter Stitson 

The familiar juggerbaut has now been 
sighted in Rowlands Castle.   
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WI plans visit to Leeds Castle 
in Kent 
 

By Pam Winn, Publicity Officer 
 
 

O ur WI is going from strength to strength with inter-
esting speakers, fellowship, fun and outings.  Some 

of us attended the annual general meeting of the national 
association at the Albert Hall in London during June and 
supported the resolution to petition government for in-
creased funding into the plight of the honeybee, which is 
a concern to us all.    
     In April, we had a wonderful trip to Salisbury and 
visit to Arundels, the home of the late Edward Heath which proved to be extremely inter-
esting and it was great to visit the cathedral out of the summer season and the Close.   Our 
next trip out is in August when we will visit Leeds Castle in Kent. 
     We took part in the very successful R C A Fair and raised over £200 for our ‘good 
cause’ The Blendworth Centre and had much fun and laughter running the ‘human fruit 
machine’, and the produce and gifts stall.   
     Our meetings start again in September when we have a talk by Andrew Negus on 
‘Portsmouth - Harlots, Dung and Glory’.   In October, we will be welcoming Dr Alan 
Thurlow with ‘In Quires and Places where they Sing’.    
     Our speakers are of a very high standard so if you wish to come along, we are always 
happy to have visitors.  Our meetings take place in the Parish Hall on the second Monday 
of the month, starting promptly at 7.30 pm. 
     Rowlands Castle WI is a member of the Hampshire Federation which has  a member-
ship of more than 7,000. County headquarters is in the centre of historic Winchester. 
     Members are welcome to call into WI House to meet their friends, have a coffee, shop 
in the house or take a break from shopping in the town. 
      The programme includes something to suit all interests, from art, crafts and cookery, to 
sport, music, drama and public affairs. The Federation publishes a monthly newsletter 
which keeps members informed of forthcoming events and the website is continuously 
updated and Rowlands Castle maintains its own page. 
 
For further information on forthcoming events, see the Rowlands Castle WI website 
at  http://www.hampshirewi.org.uk/userpagesnew/RowlandsCastle.html� 
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New Village Centre to open with  
model of  Rowlands Castle  
  
 

By Ken White, Presiding Elder 
 
 

T he first public event to be held in The Church on The 
Green’s new Village Centre when it opens in October will 

be named ‘Rowlands Castle’ . The exhibit is a model railway 
layout of the village set in 1944 during the period when the  
Village was a very important centre for the D-Day preparations. 
It shows in great detail the troop de-training camp set up on the green and in the surround-
ing area. It features the main buildings around The Green in superb detail. As you stand in 
front of the model you receive a splendid bird’s eye view of the village centre constructed 
with amazing accuracy. It is well worth seeing simply for this instant view of the village 
centre set in 1944 but so easily recognisable as the Village we know and love today.  
     It is also well worth seeing for its historical detail with all the tanks lined up on The 
Green and the trains passing through laden with more tanks and supplies ready for embar-
kation at Portsmouth or Southampton. For model railway enthusiasts there is one major 
concession. The railway line runs through the station and across the bridge at the far end of 
the Village and then is diverted through the Village alongside The Green. Watching a vari-
ety of trains passing through ,from special goods trains hauled by steam locos that are now 
a distant memory to the electric multiple unit number 7 which was so familiar on the Wa-
terloo line for so many years, is very satisfying.  
     Peter Goss, the creator of the Rowlands Castle model railway layout, says,  “I would be 
very interested in talking to anyone on October 8th who might like to contribute some in-
formation or perhaps a minor detail from memory so that we can capture and complete an 
otherwise almost complete picture.” 
     Peter and his wife Julie have already won a number of awards at different exhibitions 
around the country and they are well deserved.  
     The model is coming to the Meeting Place on Thursday October 8th. It will be on show 
from 3 p.m. until 9 p.m. and will be the first public event to be held in our new village 
centre. We look forward to giving you a warm welcome. We just ask you to bear with us 
because we will not have had sufficient time to do all we need to do in regard to decora-
tion. We will look forward to extending a further invitation to the Meeting Place later on 
when our new ‘house is in order.’  
 

Find out more about the new Village Centre from Ken White, Presiding Elder  
The Church on the Green; Phone. 023 9264 4406    Email: ken-white@lineone.net 
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Making the most of your church hall 
By Rev. Dennis Lloyd, Rector 
 
 
 

A  major change has taken place at Saint John’s Church on Redhill Road.  Since March 
of this year, Steve Spurling has been appointed in a part time role as Parish 

Administrator. This is a new appointment for St John’s and Steve brings to his role a 
wealth of experience in management and organisational skills. 
     His brief is to oversee the management of the Parish Office and implement the 
appropriate functions to ensure the day to day activities of the office are carried out as 
efficiently as possible. The office is now open each week day from 9.00am until 1.00pm 
increasing the availability and access to staff. 
     He will not only be working closely with me but also supporting and assisting the 
Church Wardens and members of the Parochial Church Council in their roles maintaining, 
developing  and promoting Saint John’s Church.   
     Saint John’s is proud of its existing Church and Centre and Steve is keen to promote 
and maximise the use of the currently underused facilities. The Church Centre boasts a 
large hall, small hall and a meeting room as well as a fully equipped kitchen any caterer 
would be pleased to use. 
     Apart from the regular users, such as the line dancing and local bridge club, all these 
facilities can be hired to accommodate functions such as weddings, baptisms, private 
parties, group activities or business meetings by simply contacting the office to check on 
availability. 
     A future date for the diary worth noting is 27th September when Saint John’s will be 
hosting the Kakubbu Choir in conjunction with the Harvest Festival and ‘The Back to 
Church’ initiative. Look out for notices nearer the time. 
Saint John’s supports the Quicken Trust and the village in Uganda from where the choir 
originates. By supporting the trust, in association with others, the lives of families in 
Kakubbu have changed considerably and will continue to do so. 
     Why not come along to our ‘Blue Moon’ café and join other mums and toddlers for tea, 
coffee and biscuits? The café meets each Monday from 9.00am to 1130am and is planned 
to remain open throughout the school holiday period.  
 
 
For further information or to arrange a Hall bookin g contact the office on 023 92 
410111.  Or visit our website: www.saintjohnschurch.org.uk  
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S ir—Following recent interest in the Oaklands Development I thought I ought to draw 
readers’ attention to another threat to the integrity of the village, this time on farmland 

on Woodberry Lane.  The farm is being sold in lots by land agents as a prime development 
site due to its location near existing housing, and the existence of outline planning permis-
sion on the Oaklands site which it indicates has the support of the council as it quotes on 
their website as follows: ‘Councillor Elizabeth Cartwright, who is in charge of housing, 
said: “However much we value the view we look at, the fact is that we are all living longer 
and we need more houses to house the existing population.’  
      This farmland does not have planning permission and is prone to rather extreme  
flooding; nevertheless I believe investors are being encouraged to invest because of its 
potential for housing. 
      I was reminded of an article I saw in the Times which called this practice ‘Land Bank-
ing’ and featured it as number 9 in a list of 10 worst property developments ever.   I found 
the article again recently and it is reproduced here word for word - my message to those 
tempted to invest on this premise is buyer beware! 
 
‘9. Land banking  
Investors have lost thousands of pounds to “landbanking” firms in recent years. Dodgy 
companies buy tracts of greenbelt land, then sell chunks of it to individuals on the promise 
that when houses need to be built on their acres of countryside, the value of the land will 
soar. This will happen a couple of years after their purchase, investors are told, to convince 
them to hand over cash. However, it isn't that easy to get rich quick. It emerged that many 
of the schemes fell within areas that local authorities said would never gain planning per-
mission for new homes, or at least not in the lifetime of the devastated investors.’ 
  
Cathy Craggs 
 
 
Sir—At  present I sort and send  used postage stamps to the society which provides help to 
those suffering  from leprosy (The  Leprosy Mission, Clanfield). 
     Any surplus stamps will be forwarded to St John’s Church as in the past. 
 
Alan Bunnage,  102 Redhill Road, Rowlands Castle, PO9 6DF. 
 
Please send your letters to the editor to:- 
Richard Milton, 3 The Green, Rowlands Castle, Hampshire PO9  6BW.  If you would 
like any  help or advice on writing letters or any other editorial submission, telephone 
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Streetwatch comes to Rowlands Castle 
By PCSO Becky Veal 

 
 
 
 

S treetwatch is a scheme where members of the community  
volunteer to patrol their communities in pairs for 2 hours every 

month.  They patrol in fluorescent tabards and the intention is to 
work with the Police to providing a safer community and one in 
which people feel safe.   
     The South of Butser team and Rowlands Castle Parish identified 
that despite the area enjoying a very low crime rate, many residents 
had a very high fear of crime.  Streetwatch has been successful in 
other EHDC areas at bridging that gap. The patrols are non-
confrontational and members in other areas come from all ages, 
sexes and disability.   
     We need to identify some willing volunteers to put themselves forward to start the ini-
tiative.  Please visit www.street-watch.org.uk for more details and if you are interested in 
volunteering or hearing more, please contact us on our e-mail address. 
     Speeding traffic is one of the most common complaints made to the police by                        
residents in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight and East Hampshire is no exception. On 
roads in Great Britain last year over 3000 people were killed and 37,000 were seriously 
injured   
     The Safer Roads Partnership is a partnership between the local authorities, the police 
and the fire and ambulance services whose aim is to reduce the number of casualties on 
our roads. This is done through a mixture of engineering, education and enforcement.   
     The Partnership enforces regularly on the A3 at Queen Elizabeth Country Park. There 
are also a number of villages that have recently had the speed limit reduced to 30 mph. 
Our casualty prevention team will be enforcing in these areas after an interval - this period 
of grace allows motorists to get used to the new speed limit and allows us to check that the 
signage is correct.  
     Well over 100 villages have had their speed limit reduced and we will be prioritising 
enforcement in them based on the road safety risk in each one. As well as Partnership en-
forcement, the Roads Policing Community Reassurance Team currently carry out enforce-
ment at six locations in the area.       
 
Find further information on the Safer Roads Pertnership at:- 
http://www.saferroadspartnership.co.uk 
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More cash needed for traffic problems 
By County Councillor Sam Payne 

�
�

O ver the last six months I have been knocking on doors and 
meeting residents and I have built up a huge amount of case-

work. Some of the key issues I detected around Rowlands Castle 
include the concern over extra house building, especially in Redhill 
Road, speeding issues – I don’t think there  is a road in Rowlands 
Castle that doesn’t suffer from this but the most complained about 
include Durrants Road, Bowes Hill and Castle Road. Linked with 
this concern was the lack of public transport, particularly travelling 
into neighbouring villages. And the fear of flooding (which of 
course links to house building ) was another major concern. These 
are issues I feel we can work together on and make a difference. 
     Our Hampshire Action Team (HAT) which is comprised of County Councillors from 
the East Hants area meet to discuss some of these larger issues. This is the forum where 
they get prioritised.  Once a year we are asked to rank these traffic management requests 
so we as local members can influence its prioritisation. So far I have not been too im-
pressed with this system. Our HAT has complained to the executive member for environ-
ment that our budget for traffic management is simply not sufficient for the number of 
problems we have across our district. 
     I sit on the Children and Young people’s select committee which looks after schools 
and all issues surrounding young people. I serve on Hampshire Fire and Rescue Authority 
which I have been very much involved in over the last four years.  I am also a member of 
SACRE – Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education.  
     As you are most likely aware, each county councillor has a devolved budget of £10,000 
which we are to allocate to causes in our division.  I will be very happy to consider pro-
jects which the Parish Council are working on and for which funds are needed.  
 
 
Contact me 
You don’t need to wait until a Parish Council meeting to speak to me. I am a full time 
councillor so feel free to contact me at any time.  
 
Sam Payne, 28 Quail Way, Horndean, Waterlooville, Hants, PO8 9YN 
Telephone 02392 592072   Email  Spayne1701@yahoo.co.uk   
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Ask any question—and get the answer 
 
By Marge Harvey, District Councillor,  
East Hampshire District Council 
 
 
 

D ear fellow residents,  
It is lovely to be able to write again for the RCA maga-

zine and to keep you up to date with what is happening at East 
Hampshire District Council.  
     Firstly, I think that I should let you all know which commit-
tees I sit on so that you are aware of the sort of casework I have.  
     The committees are as follows: Planning, Overview and 
Scrutiny, Development Policy planning, Full Council,   
Licensing, Better protected Environment Panel, Chairman of 
the Community Forum South and the outside body panels are 
PUSH which I stand as Overview and Scrutiny for EHDC, Portsmouth Water Company 
for the proposed Reservoir, Staunton Country Park Stakeholder Forum, and the Parish 
Plan for Rowlands Castle.  
     As you can imagine this keeps me very busy, and on a number of the committees there 
is an awful lot of reading before the actual meeting, then, add to that the Parish Council 
work as traffic chairman and any other casework that happens in my ward and  
pre-meetings that I have to attend before the Community Forum and you can understand 
why sometimes I need to take some time out for my family.  
     I am not telling you all this because I want you to feel sorry for me asI know that it is 
my job as your District Councillor, but because when many people telephone me, I cannot 
always return their calls immediately, but do not despair, I will always get back to you as 
soon as I can, so please do not worry about phoning me.  
     As far as Rowlands Castle is concerned, we have the Oaklands site to consider at the 
moment and I am constantly working on that with EHDC and trying to get the best that I 
can for the village within the restraints of my job. It does look like it may come before the 
planning committee in August at the moment but things may change and the Parish will 
always let you know on the notice board as soon as they know.  
     I am still waiting to hear about the footway in Woodberry Lane which has been  
approved and should have started in the Spring, so they are a bit behind at the moment, but 
don't worry, I am after them!  
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It looks as if the National Park will start early next year and I am going to a meeting next 
week which should give me a lot of information which will be sent to you via the Parish 
Newsletter,  so look out for that.  
     I have always been happy to support the Parish Hall Management Committee with the 
fund-raising for the Hall and to that end, for the second time, I have furnished them with 
all of the ways of getting money from EHDC and the person to go to that will help take it 
forward and hope that this will now be actioned.  
     Of course, I have had other ideas and have spoken to the Chairman of the Hall and I am 
always happy to help get this vital work done.  
     As the Chairman of the Community Forum for the Southern Parishes, it is my job to 
make people aware of this very informative meeting that happens every month, and is  
usually held at Community School in Horndean, but every three or four months it is held 
at St John's Church Hall or in Clanfield Village School.  
     At the beginning of this meeting there is a slot for anyone to ask any question that they 
like and if we, as Councillors cannot answer it, then it is taken back to EHDC for the  
answer to come to the next Forum or directly to the person who asked the question.  This 
is really where to come to find out anything you are not sure of and to get the right answer.  
     Anyway, I am always available to answer anything that you may wish to ask and the 
same goes for my answer - if I don't know, then I will find out for you and get back to you.  
     The next thing that I am about to start as your District Councillor, is an initiative with 
Drum Housing in Uplands Road, to try and solve some of the problems that they have and 
to find a way forward. I am also trying to make their green a little friendlier with benches, 
trees and shrubs so in the very near future there will be notices going out to all of the  
residents in Uplands Road to come to a meeting and have their say.  
     Watch this space!  
     I do appreciate the opportunity to write once again in this very special magazine and 
look forward to seeing you all and of course, speaking to you.   
 
Kind regards  
Marge  
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Parish Council will speak at planning meeting 
 
By  Dave Harvey, Chairman, Rowlands Castle  
Parish Council 
 

T he last few months have been a really busy time for 
the Parish Council and I would like to start by saying 

the Parish Council is glad again to be writing an article for 
the RCA Magazine after its absence over the last couple of 
issues. 
     This does not mean that we will be discarding our 
newsletter as this is intended with our website to be the 
main communication tool to the Parish but we also recog-
nise that some sections of our community rely only on the 
RCA magazine as recorded in the Parish Plan Ballot. 
     Having now finished with the local County Elections, 
we have invited the new Councillor Samantha Payne to our 
bi-monthly meetings, the first, unfortunately she was un-
able to attend but sent an introductory report. However, 
John West the HCC for part of the Parish, namely Finchdean, found time to attend and 
gave a report in person. 
     The Parish Council continues to dialogue with the PHMC and is at the moment decid-
ing who will attend as representatives of the Parish Council on that committee. The PC has 
taken a step back at this time to allow the new PHMC under its new Chairman time to set-
tle in before these appointments are given. 
     Representatives of the PHMC have expressed concern that residents of the Parish do 
not realise that the Parish Council as Custodian Trustees of the Hall have no responsibility 
over the management of the Hall. We, the Council have stated this before but it has been 
brought to the Council’s attention by the PHMC there is still some confusion over the 
Council’s role in the hall’s management within the Village. We hope this clarifies our po-
sition.                                                                               
     The Parish Plan states that 47 per cent of the residents support renovation of the Parish 
Hall. 
     The Parish Council, your elected body, is complying with that request in putting aside 
part of the precept each year until that is completed. P 32 under Recreation options and 
actions of the Parish Plan states “A sound business plan showing this project to be finan-
cially sustainable is a priority”. 
     There are, in addition, Parish Council resolutions which also contain statements on the 
release of the monies which are voted on by the Council and are mandatory. 
     The new Chairman of the PHMC is endeavouring with his committee to move forward  
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on renovations and we welcome this initiative. The District Councillor has also been sup-
porting the PHMC request for applying for grant support to EHDC. 
     The RRAG has been supported by the Parish Council in objecting to the development 
of the Oakland’s site. However it must be remembered that the Parish Plan supports the 
building of more affordable homes within this Parish although this could be argued on the 
grounds of available land without expanding the settlement policy boundary. However, 
Oakland site which was on the reserve site was brought forward by an initiative of EHDC, 
and the owner subsequently offered his site for planning development. 
     Whilst the RRAG strongly opposes it, the Parish Council would welcome more afford-
able housing but not at the expense of the potential for further flooding and subsequent 
distress to owners of houses on the Drift and those in Whichers Gate Road. 
     At this time, although it appears that the planning authority has been  satisfied by the     
 Environmental Agency and HCC Traffic Dept that there are no further issues to be  
considered as the applicant has satisfied their respective questions, the Parish Council has 
 written to the Environment Agency expressing the concerns that the study and solution by 
 the applicants consultant is flawed. 
     The Parish Council, represented by our Planning Chairman, will be speaking on behalf 
 of the residents at the planning meeting to be held at Penns Place, probably in August.  
     Our District Councillor has not expressed an opinion thus allowing her to also speak at 
the hearing as our elected representative. 
     On the 27th of June we celebrated Armed Forces Day and The Parish Council would 
like to thank our District Councillor Marge Harvey for having the foresight to inform 
EHDC of the connection that Rowlands Castle had with the invasion of Europe in 1944. 
     The day was well attended and we had our own Sir Roy Newman as the Queen’s Rep-
resentative, taking the salute from a detachment of the REME and giving the major 
speech, followed by the Chair of EHDC and then the Parish Chairman. 
     Retired military personnel from the village and other interested and invited dignitaries 
from surrounding parishes were in attendance; afterwards refreshments were laid on for 
the troops and guests by EHDC. 
     The next event was the Village Fair and this proved to be a really enjoyable event as it 
is every year, and I would like, on behalf of the Parish Council, to thank the Village Fair 
Committee for all their hard work. 
     Please look out for the next Parish Council newsletter which will explain more fully 
what the Parish Council is doing. 
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Exciting events planned for the  
Parish Hall 
 
By Alan Craggs, Chairman PHMC 
 
 

Y ou may be aware that a new management committee of 9 
people was elected in May, to look after and run the Parish 

Hall. The new committee is drawn from a broad cross section of 
the village’s population, and brings together a well balanced 
mixture of talents and skills. 
     The Committee is facing a number of challenges, concerning 
the Hall. For instance, the east wall is showing signs of bowing 
out which is the source of great concern. However, the good news is that two inspections 
by the EHDC surveyors have shown that it has not moved in the last year or so, and that 
the movement may be historic. Tell-Tale monitors are being applied to the walls so that we 
can ensure that this is not a worsening problem, and most importantly gives us time. That 
time will be spent ensuring that we properly understand why the problem exists, and raise 
the money to put it right. 
     Obviously the hall is in a poor decorative state, and is in need of urgent renovation. The 
Committee has taken the view that this must be its first priority and by the time you read 
this, Phase one (the outside decoration) will have been completed. Phase two is the decora-
tion of the large hall, Phase three is the small hall and kitchen, while Phase four will be the 
W.Cs. and the entrance lobby. We will be pushing to start Phase two before the autumn, 
but it will inevitably depend on money. 
      On the subject of money we are also hopeful that the Parish Council will soon release 
the £10.000 it is holding, which will enable us to press ahead all the quicker with our plans 
for the renovation work. We are also planning a number of initiatives to improve the hall’s 
income, as well as the services we can offer our community. 
      First of all we are looking at events that the management committee can organise, not 
only in the hall but in other locations in the village. We are actively seeking other organi-
sations to work with us on a joint venture basis, which spreads the effort and reward. We 
hope that this will also help the Village to come together, and play together.  The sort of  
thing we have in mind includes;-  
 
    * New Years Eve Party                  * Shakespeare in the Park    * Old time Music Hall      
    * Come as you were 60s / 70s        * Horse racing - Casino        * Hog the Limelight 
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We  have made a start and are again organising the highly successful Corks-a-Poppin’! on 
24th October. This time it will be called More Corks a Poppin’! and will celebrate the 
newly decorated large hall. Keep an eye out for details because all the tickets were sold  in 
less than three weeks last time.  For some years Howard Hardy has run a fund raiser for 
the hall based on the national lottery, where you can win £25 and the hall gains £24. Har-
old has been a long time servant of the hall, but has now decided to devote more of his 
time to his many other interests. He will remain an advisor to the committee and Mike 
Stafford, our Vice Chairman, is going to run the games from now on. He is also going to 
increase the number of games from two to four, so there is an opportunity for you to join 
in.  We also want to encourage greater use of the hall itself, and we will be looking for 
organisations that need a home, and to whom we can offer start-up assistance, and benefi-
cial  terms to get them going. It is our intention to help all our users promote their activi-
ties and help them in positive ways to spread their word to the Village in general. 
     All of this will only be possible because of the new committee, and I want to take this 
opportunity to thank them all for the energy and commitment they have already shown. 
This is an exciting time for the Hall and we want to be sure that we are doing what you 
want. For that reason all our meetings are now open to the public, and we would like to 
extend to you all our invitation to come along and make your views known.  
     A new notice board is currently being built and copies of allminutes and communica-
tions will be displayed to keep you up to date with what is going on. For the time being, 
you will find copies displayed on the large notice board in the entrance lobby of the hall.  
 
We hope to see you at the Hall very soon. 
Kind Regards Alan Craggs (Chairman) 
 
Parish Hall Management Committee  
 
              Alan Craggs (Chair)                          Mike Stafford (Vice Chair) 
              Mary Maskell (Hall Manager)          Alan Bunnage  
              David Lester                                      Stuart Meeke 
              Kath Molloy                                      Majorie Neate 
              John Pickering                                   Keith Vicary 
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Rowlands Castle Association 
 
 
 

T he aim of the Association is “to conserve the character of Rowlands Castle, to provide 
a channel of communication on matters of local interest and to enhance the life of the 

village”.  
     If you are over the age of 18 and live in Rowlands Castle, Finchdean, Dean Lane End 
or Forestside, you are already a member of the Association.  You are entitled to vote at 
General Meetings.  The RCA is yours.  

     Ways you can get involved in your RCA include: come to Fireworks  in November, 
bring your kids to the Christmas Party, deliver the Magazine in your area, sign up for the 
Village Grapevine, contribute articles to the Magazine, join the Committee, attend the so-
cial events, notify us of your event, or make a donation!    
 

Who are the RCA Committee? 
The RCA Committee is elected every  year at the AGM. This is your  current Committee: 
Christina Harkness (Secretary), Gavin Edward, Tony  Rixon (Chairman), Steve Protheroe 
(Treasurer), Sue Cosens, Richard Milton (Magazine Editor), Catherine Billam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       Photo: Iain Cosens 
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More fun events in store this year 
By Tony Rixon, Chairman 
 

S ince the Spring edition of this Magazine our previous Edi-
tor and stalwart member, Alan Craggs, has had to leave 

the Committee because of his heavy commitments elsewhere .I 
am pleased to say that there is every likelihood that the Com-
mittee will be working with him in the future as he is now the 
Chairman of the Parish Hall Management Committee and we 
anticipate that we will combine our forces to put on events as 
part of a joint venture. An example of such projects is the 
highly successful Corks a Poppin’ ! evening held last March in 
the Parish Hall.  
     We are delighted to welcome onto the Committee a relative 
newcomer to the village, Richard Milton, who has taken over 
the editorship of the magazine and got off to a flying start by 
masterminding the RCA display in the Marquee at the Village Fair. We look forward to a 
long and fruitful partnership with him.  
     This is the time of year when you may be asked for a donation towards the running of 
the RCA. In my report in the Spring edition of the magazine, I indicated the use to which 
our funds are put. In order to operate effectively, the RCA relies a good deal on the dona-
tions it receives from its members (which, Rule 5 of our Constitution states, are “all resi-
dents over the age of 18 of Rowlands Castle, Finchdean, Dean Lane End and Forestside”). 
Although the request for donations, which are entirely voluntary (the suggested donation is 
£2 per household), sometimes accompanies the delivery of the late Summer edition of the 
magazine, not all of our distributors are willing to collect and those that do may not find 
people in when they call. That is why there are collecting tins in the Castle Stores and the     
Post Office in case you have not been asked to donate and wish to do so.  
     I hate to remind people of the approach of darker days at a time when we’re enjoying a 
reasonable Summer, but I’ll mention the dates of our main events so as to give you plenty 
of notice:  
     The Bonfire and Fireworks Night will be held this year on Saturday 7th November in 
the Recreation Ground.   
     The Children’s Christmas Party will be on Saturday 12th December in St John’s 
Church Hall between 11a.m. and 1 p.m., with Magic Mikey again providing the entertain-
ment. I would like to wish you all a very happy late Summer.  
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Obituary 
 

Jeffrey Carter  28.11.1937 – 17.6.2009 
 

J eff lived nearly all his life in Rowlands Castle.  
He was almost  always to be seen on his  

bicycle either riding to the allotments or  waiting 
for Pat by the village paper shop chatting to all the 
villagers who passed by. 
     A good man. Honest. Friendly. Helpful.  He will 
be very much missed by his family and many 
friends. 
 
 
 
Let  us have your notices 
Notify us of newsworthy family events and share them with the rest of the  
community: Births, Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths. 
 
Send your notices, and photographs, to Richard Milton, Editor, Rowlands Castle 
Association Magazine, 3 The Green, Rowlands Castle, Hampshire PO9 6BW. 
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PROFESSIONAL PLUMBING 
& HEATING SPECIALISTS 
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51 Hatchmore Road 
Denmead 

Waterlooville 
PO7 6TE 

 
Tel: 023 92258057 

Mobile: 07802321269 
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Cancer Support  in  
West Sussex 
 

A diagnosis of cancer can be devastating for 
everyone.  It is therefore reassuring to know 
that help and support is at hand locally in 
Chichester.  CancerWise offers hope and sup-
port to all cancer patients and carers living in 
West Sussex and South East Hampshire dur-
ing their diagnosis, treatment and recovery.  
We complement the wonderful work done in 
NHS hospitals.  Recognising that cancer  
afflicts the mind and the spirit as much as  
the body, we provide a wide range of free and 
subsidised complementary therapies, counsel-
ling and emotional support, a library and regu-
lar talks on cancer related subjects. 
 
Our accessible centre, close to Chichester’s 
rail and bus stations, is open from 9.30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Mondays to Fridays.  No appointment 
or GP referral is needed.   
 
To find out more please pop in for a chat,  
contact Diane on 01243 778516 or email  
enquiries@cancerwise.org.uk .   
CancerWise, Tavern House, Basin Road, 
Chichester, PO19 8DU. 
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Although this issue is jam packed with adverts and  
articles we still have limited advertising space available in the 
next issue of Rowlands Castle Association magazine.   
 
Our advertisements are very competitively priced and 
printed (as you can see)  in high quality colour. 
 
For more details please: 
email adverts@rowlandscastle.com 
or call Prue on 023 92 412 459 
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STANSTED PARK  
Rowlands Castle, PO9 6DX.   
Telephone:  023 9241 2265    
www.stanstedpark.co.uk 

 
Open Easter to September  

Sundays and Bank Holidays 1-4pm  
 June July and August  

from Sunday to Wednesday 1-4pm. 
 

By appointment for  Groups and Schools  
on other days. 

 
Help us by joining our team of volunteers. 

 
Stansted Park is a wonderful venue for weddings 

and special events. Contact us for details.�
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